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Report Highlights: 

On July 28, 2023, the Government of Mexico (GOM) notified a revised NOM-187 to the World Trade 

Organization and opened a 60-day comment period. NOM-187 establishes the sanitary and commercial 

requirements for products made from nixtamalized corn and for the establishments that produce these 

products. The proposed changes include a ban on genetically engineered (GE) corn in nixtamalized 

products. The standard applies to both domestic and imported products, excluding snacks. 
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Disclaimer: This report is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore should 

not, under any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of its 

implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests. In the event of a discrepancy or discrepancies 

between this report and the complete regulation or announcement as published in Spanish, the latter 

shall prevail.  

 

General Information 

 

Since 2021, the Government of Mexico (GOM) has been undertaking revisions to the Official Standard 

NOM-187-SSA1/SCFI-2002, which sets the required sanitary and commercial specifications for 

products made from nixtamalized corn (e.g., flour, tortillas, tostadas) and for the establishments that 

produce them. On July 28, 2023, the GOM notified to the WTO a revised NOM-187. A previous draft 

revised NOM-187 was published on February 15, 2022 and notified to the WTO as G/TBT/N/MEX/507 

on February 17, 2022. Additional information is available in GAIN reports MX2022-0008, MX2022-

0019, MX2023-0036, and  MX2023-0037. 

 

 The WTO notification opens a comment period of 60 days, beginning on July 28, 2023.   

 Section 7.1.1 of the revised NOM-187 specifically bans the use of GE corn in the 

nixtamalization process.  

 The amendment does not set tolerance limits nor establish how traceability will be implemented. 

 NOM-187 applies to both domestic and imported products. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

WTO Notification G-TBT-N-MEX-507-Add.3.pdf 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.wto.org%2FDol2FE%2FPages%2FFormerScriptedSearch%2Fdirectdoc.aspx%3FDDFDocuments%2Ft%2FG%2FTBTN22%2FMEX507.DOCX&data=05%7C01%7CChinhAA%40state.gov%7Cfad3359adf9842603bee08db84a2a0c0%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638249606280570963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dEb52hGnrAMtmI1%2BfdY8S2tW3mfIHiLuazWDp6FRh4M%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Mexico%20to%20Update%20NOM-187%20Regarding%20Some%20Products%20Derived%20from%20Wheat%20and%20Corn_Mexico%20City%20ATO_Mexico_01-10-2022
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Update%20on%20Process%20of%20NOM-187%20-%20Products%20Derived%20from%20Wheat%20and%20Corn_Mexico%20City%20ATO_Mexico_MX2022-0019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Update%20on%20Process%20of%20NOM-187%20-%20Products%20Derived%20from%20Wheat%20and%20Corn_Mexico%20City%20ATO_Mexico_MX2022-0019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Mexico%20Publishes%20Proposed%20Changes%20to%20NOM-187_Mexico%20City_Mexico_MX2023-0036
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Mexico%20Publishes%20Comments%20Received%20on%20the%20NOM-187%20Update%20Proposal%20from%20February%202022_Mexico%20City_Mexico_MX2023-0037
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2123&q=dc899d6d-d05a-4dff-9a82-0ce196ee9299

